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Lesson Objectives:  

· To familiarize students with the interconnectedness of the world they live in from a globalization approach.

· Students will be able to define globalization, import, export, comparative advantage, peak oil, renewable resources, alternative energy, and sustainability.

· Students will tie globalization efforts into reasons for becoming more sustainable, self-sufficient and to switch to alternative energies.

Pre-test:

1.  In your own words, define the following 

globalization – 

trade – 

import – 

export – 

comparative advantage – 

non-renewable resources – 

renewable resources – 

alternative energy –

sustainability – 

2.  How can decreasing the amount of a product made here in the United States cause price increases in a country on the other side of the world?

3.  What is peak oil?

4.  How can peak oil affect the world’s interconnectedness?

5.  What is the difference between non-renewable and renewable resources?

6.  Why should the United States as well as other countries be concerned with making a switch to renewable resources? 

7.  What are alternative energies and how do they relate to renewable resources?

8.  What is sustainability?

9.  Why is it important to be sustainable and self-sufficient especially in the aspect of non-renewable resources?

10.  How can you personally be locked into the interconnectedness of the world?

Introductory activity:

· Go over the pre-test and have vocabulary words on the board

· As a class, discuss the definitions that students have developed from pre-test

· One student will look up words in a dictionary to provide additional definitions

· Students will be copying the definitions down as class goes through

· Instructor will supply examples for each word to make the word more concrete

Globalization Activity I:

· Students will be broken into 6 groups (High-low, mix boys girls, mix diverse groups if possible)

· Students will receive a COUNTRY BACKGROUND CARD for their country that contains the information that will allow them to make their decisions

· Students will then be given 5 minutes to decide on a name for their country and to make sure all students know what their country produces, imports, and exports.

· Class will reconvene and teacher will write on the board each countries name.

· One student speaker will announce what their country produces, imports, and exports to the class.

· Discuss as a class any potential problems that they foresee with their countries 

· Instructor can facilitate the discussion by asking leading questions:

· Look at your resources, and your production, can this sustain your country’s economy?

· Do you import anything?  What are pros and cons?

· Do you export anything?  What are pros and cons?

· The instructor will then pass out SCENARIO CARDS to the groups.  

· Scenarios 1 and 2 and intended to hold students’ hand, 3 and 4 are for some instructor guidance

· Prior to scenarios 5 and 6, which are designed for students to see connections on their own, have a new student announce his or her country’s involvement with gold to the class while the class writes each country’s involvement down

· Each group will have a different speaker to read the scenario to the class.  

· Groups discuss what will happen as a result of each scenario

COUNTRY BACKGROUND CARDS

(one per group)

	Country 1

___________________

Produce: cars, machinery

Resources: gold

Imports: steel, iron, corn, wheat

Exports: cars, machinery, gold


	Country 2

___________________

Produce: corn, wheat

Resources: fertile land

Imports: cars, machinery, gold

Exports: corn, wheat

	Country 3

___________________

Produce: cars, machinery

Resources: 

Imports: steel, iron, corn, wheat, gold jewelry

Exports: cars, machinery


	Country 4

___________________

Produce: corn, wheat, gold jewelry

Resources: fertile land

Imports: cars, machines, gold

Exports: corn, wheat, gold jewelry



	Country 5

___________________

Produce: machinery, corn, wheat

Resources: steel, iron, fertile land

Imports: none

Exports: steel, iron


	Country 6

___________________

Produce: corn, wheat (supplies half of the populations needs)

Resources: some fertile land 

Imports: cars, machinery, corn, wheat, gold

Exports: none 




SCENARIO CARDS

	SCENARIO 1

Country 5, the only steel and iron exporter, decides to cut mining by half, which causes prices to triple.  How does this affect your country?   


	SCENARIO 2

Country 5 decides to double steel and iron mining, which causes prices to be cut in half.  How does this affect your country?

	SCENARIO 3

Countries 2, 4, and 5 make an agreement to double corn and wheat prices.  How does this affect your country?


	SCENARIO 4

Countries 2 and 4 are on the coast.  They are hit hard by a tsunami and lose 2/3’s of their crops.  How does this affect your country?

	SCENARIO 5

Countries 2 and 6 get an inside tip that gold is going to be losing value and decide to sell their supplies and to cut their imports.  How does this affect your country as well as other countries?   


	SCENARIO 6

Country 4 decides to double the price of gold jewelry.  Who is affected?  How could other countries convene to solve this problem?


INSTRUCTOR LEADING QUESTIONS FOR SCENARIOS

	SCENARIO 1

What happens to steel and iron imports in countries 1 and 3?

What do they produce?

What could inflated prices do to those industries?

Does this affect countries 2, 4, and 6?

Why or why not?

What would happen to the imports in those countries?

What would happen to the consumption of those products?

How does the increase affect country 5?


	SCENARIO 2

What happens to steel and iron imports in countries 1 and 3?

What do they produce?

What would a reduction in material costs do to those industries’ prices?

Does this affect countries 2, 4, and 6?

Why or why not?

What would happen to the imports in those countries?  

What would happen to the consumption of those products?

What if countries 1 and 3 decided to keep prices where they were?

What would this do to their profit margin?

How would countries 2, 4, and 6 respond to that type of action?

	SCENARIO 3

Who are the corn and wheat importers?

What is going to happen to prices?

What might happen to the people?  How might they respond? (Food riots 2008 S. Africa or Egypt)

What might happen with country 6? Is there fertile land?  What might country try to do?

What about country 5?  Are they reliant on anyone?
	SCENARIO 4

What happens to world corn and wheat prices?

What happens to world corn and wheat supply?

What might countries 5 and 6 do in response? (Inc price or grow more to help supply, loans, aid)

What would happen to economy in 2 and 4?  (not much else for exports)



	SCENARIO 5

What happens to the world market?

Explain the amount of gold that will be available? (high surplus)

What will happen to prices?

What will happen to the workers in country 1?  (S. African workers and strikes)  

What would happen to the price of jewelry?  What would happen to country 4’s economy?
	SCENARIO 6

What happens to country 3’s imports?

How could country 3 influence country 1 to help them?

How could countries 2 and 6 work to bring down prices?  (invest in jewelry production to force down prices)




Post Globalization Activity I Discussion Questions:

· Which countries where affected the most?

· Which country was affected the least? (5) 

· What terms can we use for country 5? (sustainability and self-sufficient/reliant)

· What are the pros (have gold jewelry [3], we are attracted to shiny things, it’s pretty, class standard-but is that good; are you better because you have jewelry and I don’t) and cons of this self-sufficiency?  (Don’t have gold jewelry, do we really need it, what do we really need to survive?  

· How does one countries actions affect another country or the world?

· How does this affect your life, my life, or even our families’ lives?

The next three are designed as foreshadowing questions.

· How can the farming in the United States affect the rainforest in Brazil?

· How can oil affect agriculture or buying toys at a mall?

· How can setting up a corporate business in a third world country affect immigration?

Globalization Activity II:

Pre-discussion 

· Explain what renewable and non-renewable resources mean

· Have students write examples of them on the board making two columns 

· Which of these are considered alternative energies?

· Have students come to board and circle them

· Discuss why alternative energies are better and put pros and cons in two columns on board

· Make a class list of products that come from oil

· Define peak oil

· Will peak oil affect our lives?  If so how?

Activity

· Students will return to their 6 groups

· Each group will receive an COUNTRY STATISTICS CARD

· Again, one speaker will read the country’s statistics to the class 

· The instructor will then read from the REAL LIFE SCENARIO CARDS

· Working through these scenarios can be complicated, but the instructor will need to guide the students using the information on their cards

· Explanations for SCENARIOS:

· 1: Increases in corn production for ethanol in Country 3 leads to soy farmers switching to growing corn for more revenue.  A decrease in soy farmers in Country 3 causes the soy production to decrease therefore increasing soy prices.  Many soy farmers in Country 6 then expand to grow more soy in order to increase revenue because of the increase in price.  Cattle ranchers lose land to soy farmers and then expand by clear-cutting the forest displacing habitats, indigenous people, and increasing environmental degradation.  Because most of the corn grown is now going to ethanol production, prices increase as well which then cause food prices to increase.

· 2: Prior to reading scenario 2, have students make a class list of uses for oil or products derived from oil.  Read the scenario and discuss the ramifications peak oil would have on countries.  

· Now discuss that each country is an actual country and have students try to guess which country they are.  Give them the real country listings.  Further expand on how oil would affect the US being the leading importer of oil.  No school busses, vacations, work, friends, going out, 4 wheeling, cutting down trees, hunting, food prices, consumer goods’ prices, consumption, farming (1% farmers and of that .5% know how to farm sustainably)

· 3: Immigration.  Present the idea of Mexican immigration.  Why is there so much immigration into this country?  Why would someone want to leave his or her family behind?  Why would he or she risk injury, fines, death, robbery (coyotes), or jails to immigrate?  Then present, a large corporation decides to set up a new store in a very poor town in Mexico.  People do not make very much money but the prices in that store stay relatively the same compared to what you or I pay.  Small businesses go under and people lose jobs.  At the same time, other corporations own vast amounts of arable land that people used to grow their crops on.  They cannot afford to buy their own food or do not have land to grow it on.  So what do they do, immigrate in the hope that they can make money and then send it back in order to pay for their families’ food and education and homes.  They work for cheap, and they work hard labor jobs.  They pay into social security but are never able to access it.  

· Why don’t they go to the capital?  (30 million people, crowded, no work)  How do we react to immigration?  Why?  Would we work the same jobs that these individuals would for as little as they make?   Explain that our own corporations are taking jobs out of America, displacing other individuals, which causes them to immigrate here and then we look at the immigrants and get angry like it is their fault.   

Post-test: (Instructor should see student improvement compared to pre-test)

1.  In your own words, define the following 

globalization – 

trade – 

import – 

export – 

comparative advantage – 

non-renewable resources – 

renewable resources – 

alternative energy –

sustainability – 

2.  How can decreasing the amount of a product made here in the United States cause price increases in a country on the other side of the world?

3.  What is peak oil?

4.  How can peak oil affect the world’s interconnectedness?

5.  What is the difference between non-renewable and renewable resources?

6.  Why should the United States as well as other countries be concerned with making a switch to renewable resources? 

7.  What are alternative energies and how do they relate to renewable resources?

8.  What is sustainability?

9.  Why is it important to be sustainable and self-sufficient especially in the aspect of non-renewable resources?

10.  How can you personally be locked into the interconnectedness of the world?
Homework Assignment

· Read the article “A New Line in the Sand” from TIME June 30, 2008.  

· Following this will be a discussion and also a compare and contrast of The Great Wall of China and The Berlin Wall.   

· After discussion, this activity can lead into alternative energies.

COUNTRY STATISTICS CARDS

(one per group)

	Country 1

___________________

· 87th in the world for CO2 emissions

· Imports: fuels, machinery, chemicals

· Staple food is tortillas and corn

· Small individual farmers

· Exports: coffee, sugar, bananas


	Country 2

___________________

· 2nd in the world for CO2 emissions

· 2nd largest oil consumer

· Largest meat producer

· 3rd in airport departures 

· Imports: machines, oil, plastics, chemicals

· Exports: iron, steel, machinery, plastics



	Country 3

___________________

· 1st in the world for CO2 emissions

· 1st in oil consumption

· 1st in airport departures

· 1st in number of motor vehicles

· Large corporate owned corn, soy, and meat companies 

· Imports: agricultural products, oil, consumer goods

· Exports: agricultural products, chemicals


	Country 4

___________________

· 64th in world for CO2 emissions

· 88th in airport departures

· 75% of the capital gets food grown within the city by local farmers

· Virtually oil independent 

· Imports: petroleum, food, machinery

· Exports: sugar, nickel, fish, tobacco

	Country 5

___________________

· 19th in world for CO2 emissions

· World’s leading oil exporter

· Imports: machinery, chemicals

· Exports: 90% is petroleum
	Country 6

___________________

· 15th in world for CO2 emissions

· 12th largest oil consumer

· Corn and soy farming and cattle ranching

· Contains the world’s 2nd largest amount of forests that are rich in medicines  

· Imports: machinery, electrical products, petroleum, metal

· Exports: soy, iron


REAL LIFE SCENARIO CARDS

(Teacher Lead Scenarios)

	SCENARIO 1

In an effort to decrease dependence on foreign oil, the government of Country 3 decides to call for an increase in ethanol production.  Ethanol is primarily derived from corn.  How will this situation affect your country? 


	SCENARIO 2

Due to peak oil, Country 5 can no longer produce oil at a cheap price.  Oil eventually becomes scarce that most countries cannot afford to buy it let alone ship it half way across the planet.  How will this affect your country?  Remember oils many uses.

	SCENARIO 3

A large corporation sets up a new store in a very poor area in Mexico.  How does this affect their country?  Positives/Negatives
	


